LOUDOUN COUNTY
AGRICULTURAL AND FORESTAL DISTRICT PROGRAM

Minutes from the May 10, 2011, Public Meeting of the
Agricultural District Advisory Committee
Citizen Members
Baer, James R.
Cockrell, John “Tony”
Frankenfield, Jay
Holden, Pete
Kellner, Col. William
Lawson, Kenneth
Meredith, Eleanor
Van Huyck, Al
Mandated Members
Kurtz, Sally
Kaufman, Todd
Staff
Boles, Kellie
Carter, Jeremy
Public
Ryan, Patrick
Blethen, Floyd
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Chair Meredith called the meeting to order at 7pm
Approval of January 5, 2011 minutes:
▪ Col. Bill Kellner made a motion to approve minutes as published. Mr. Ken
Lawson seconded the motion. The ADAC voted (8-0-2, Kurtz and
Kaufman absent for the vote) to approve.
Blethen withdrawal request: (Mr. Floyd Blethen and Mr. Patrick Ryan present to
speak on the withdrawal request)
▪ Chair Meredith asked Mr. Blethen for a summary of his request. Mr.
Blethen explained that in 2008, his son began preparations to build a house
on a portion of a 17.44 acre lot (MCPI PIN: 439-47-1866) owned by Mr.
Floyd Blethen and Ms. Vera Bonshock. The 17.44 acre plot (MCPI PIN:
439-47-1866) was enrolled in the New Lovettsville Agricultural and
Forestal District. Mr. Blethen discussed the issue with Mr. Patrick Ryan
(Agricultural District Program Manager at the time) and other members of
Loudoun County staff concerning his son’s intentions to build on the
aforementioned lot. Those discussions gave Mr. Blethen the impression
that his plans to subdivide and build on a 2-acre portion of the
aforementioned parcel would receive approval. In 2009, New Lovettsville





Agricultural and Forestal District, including the 17.44 acre plot (MCPI PIN:
439-47-1866), came up for renewal. While the plans to build on the
aforementioned lot were still in progress, the renewal period for the New
Lovettsville AFD passed. Despite his belief that his plans for the 2-acre
home site would receive approval, Mr. Blethen learned in 2011 that he
would need to withdraw the 2 acre home site from the aforementioned site.
▪ Mr. Blethen submitted his written withdrawal request and $500 fee on April
27, 2011.
▪ Questions from the ADAC included concerns about whether Mr. Blethen’s
subdivision request would be approved by zoning. Mr. Blethen answered
that his application had received approval contingent on the withdrawal
from the AFD program.
▪ In addition, the ADAC asked whether or not Mr. Blethen had to withdrawal
all 17.44 acres of the parcel. It was determined that a precedent existed for
partial withdrawals.
▪ Col. Bill Kellner made a motion that the ADAC recommend approval of the
partial withdrawal of 2 acres from the aforementioned parcel. Mr. Ken
Lawson seconded the motion.
▪ The ADAC voted 8-0-2 (Kurtz and Kaufman absent) to approve the motion.
Freedom of Information Act Update
▪ Staff disseminated and discussed information packet on FOIA by the
Loudoun County Administrator’s office.
▪ Staff stated that intention of FOIA legislation is to make government
deliberations open to the public.
▪ Staff highlighted that a meeting of three members of the ADAC constituted
a public meeting and required public notification.
▪ Staff also mentioned that restrictions existed concerning discussion of
public business via email.
▪ The ADAC asked for clarification on email communication. Staff will
report back to the ADAC.
Agricultural and Forestal District Act update
▪ Staff discussed amendments made to the Agricultural and Forestal District
Act (AFDA) during the 2011 Virginia General Assembly session (03/22/11
Governor: Acts of Assembly Chapter text (CHAP0355) pdf). The
amended legislation includes the appointment of a program administrator,
flexibility concerning the maps required with applications, and other
changes to the administration of the program at the local level.
▪ Mr. Pete Holden made a motion for the ADAC to make a specific
recommendation concerning the appointment of the program administrator.
Mr. Ken Lawson seconded the motion. Discussion centered on
appropriateness of the ADAC making a specific recommendation and
whether to withdraw the motion. The motion failed (2-6-2: YES—Holden,
Lawson; NO—Meredith, Cockrell, Van Huyck, Baer, Kellner,
Frankenfield; ABSENT Kurtz, Kaufman).
▪ Staff presented a revised version of the AFD application. Revised
application includes material required by the relevant portions of the
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Virginia state code and the evaluation criteria passed by the ADAC and
approved by the Loudoun County BOS in early 2011. Content revisions
included separation the Frequently Asked Questions portion of the
application so that applicants could retain information on the program after
submitting the application.
▪ The ADAC asked for inclusion of wetlands, flood plains, streams/and or
rivers under Part IV of application and corrected the phone number for the
Loudoun County Soil and Water Conservation District.
▪ Col. Bill Kellner made a motion that the ADAC recommend approval of
revised application, as amended, to the BOS. Mr. Tony Cockrell seconded
the motion. The ADAC approved the motion (8-0-2 Kurtz, Kaufman
absent).
Evaluation Criteria Update
▪ Staff discussed efforts to implement evaluation criteria passed by the
ADAC and approved by the BOS in 2011. In addition to discussing the
evaluation criteria and criteria implementation with potential applicants to
the program, staff posted the evaluation criteria on www.loudounfarms.org
and www.loudoun.gov. Further, staff is including the evaluation criteria and
criteria implementation plan with the geographic eligibility letter sent to all
potential applicants.
▪ Staff presented a memo from County Attorney’s office concerning the legal
issues surrounding the implementation of the evaluation criteria. The
ADAC discussed the memo. The ADAC asked staff to invite a
representative from the County Attorney’s office to the next ADAC
meeting to discuss further the memo.
Upcoming Meeting/Adjournment:
▪ The ADAC asked staff to compile a preliminary plan for district renewals
during the fall of 2011.
▪ The ADAC asked staff to make every attempt to distribute meeting material
by close of business the Thursday prior to meetings.
▪ The next meeting of the ADAC was tentatively scheduled for July 2010
▪ Mr. Pete Holden made a motion to adjourn at 8:27 pm. Mr. Tony Cockrell
seconded the motion. The ADAC voted to adjourn (8-0-2 Kurtz, Kaufman).
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